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Editorõs Preface.  This outstanding article 

was originally written in five parts by Susan 

Chan McCarthy and was published in the 

NCNH District Newsletter The Crite-

rion.  Because of its length, the article has 

been published across two issues of the Rose 

Exhibitorsõ Forum.  In the last issue, we 

learned about McFarland the man and the 

award named for him.  In this issue, we will 

learn the authorõs advice and experience in 

winning the trophy multiple times. 

The Game Plan   

To compose a competitive entry, I 
have found during the week of the 
show that I will need to cut quite a 
few more than the six qualifying roses 
needed for the entry, easily two, three, 
or four times that number.  

To have that many roses to choose 
from, you need to grow varieties that 
you can rely (bank) on for show in 
your area and microclimate (local 
bankers), and that produce good fall 

bloom,1  with adequate stem length 
and exhibition form.  

1.  Find Bankers That Work for You.  
In 2006, 15 of the 18 ARS Districts 
awarded the McFarland.  Of the 81 
roses included in the 15 winning col-
lections, eight varieties were included 
in four, five, or six of the winning 
McFarland collections,2 constituting 
38 of the 81 winning roses.  Another 
eight varieties were included in two or 
three of the winning collections, com-
prising another 18 of the 81 winning 

roses.3  In other words, 16 varieties 
account for almost 70 percent of the 
roses used in the 2006 winning Dis-
trict McFarland entries.   

Ten of the 16 varieties are some form 
of pink rose (light, medium, or deep 
pink, or pink blend), four are white 
(three of these are white with pink 
edging, and one is pure white), and 
two are red.  In fact, all but three of 
the 81 roses in the 15 winning 
McFarland entries in districts across 
the land were pink, white or red/red 
blend.4.   The winning entry in the 
2006 National McFarland displays the 
same color range,5  and five of the 
seven varieties used in that collection 
fall in the list of 16.    

Finding lists of bankers is a starting 
point, and the above summary repre-
sents results for only one year, a very 
small sample.  The NCNH District 
spans a large range of climates, from 
cool and moderate coastal climates to 
more extreme inland climates.  It 
would be more helpful to develop 
your potential banker list from ARS 
Districts with similar climates to that 
in your garden over several years, and 
from the annual Roses in Review pub-
lished by the District, which identify 
comments by location.6  Some roses 
do particularly well in certain regions 
(ôDublinõ in the East, ôMavrikõ in the 
South).7   I have been unable to grow 
some roses that perform beautifully 35 
miles away, and vice versa, so the best 
test is in your own garden. 

2.  Grow Multiples of Local Bankers.  
We become repositories of bits of 
advice over the years.  One bit from a 
famous exhibitor was that, if a variety 
known to have good form was a 
sparse bloomer, he just grew more 
plants of that variety.8  The advice 
seemed common sense, except, of 
course, some of us only have so much 
space. 

How can we fit more bankers, much 
less multiples? Another bit comes 
from one of the doyennes of English 
gardening. òYou must be ruthless.ó  
Itõs a constant battle.  I try new varie-
ties longer than I should.  I grow for 
scent and sentiment.   Eventually, 
space being needed, I have to priori-
tize.  One must be ruthless. 

3.  Prune for Show.  If we leave the 
roses to nature, we may expect three 
or four bloom cycles a year.  In my 
cool, hillside garden, a hybrid tea may 
produce peak bloom in seven, eight or 
more weeks, depending on variety, 
location, and time of year.  To maxi-
mize my chances of getting bloom the 
week of the show, I do a summer 
pruning to cut the plants back for fall 
shows.   

Since a McFarland entry requires im-
peccable horticultural quality, I always 
try to start with a clean garden before 
the growing cycle for the show.  Spray 
as needed to bring problem areas un-
der control even before you prune for 
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Twenty three òfirstsó are reported in 

this issue of the Rose Exhibitorsõ Forum.  

Two hybrid teas earned first Queens.  

ôDesperadoõ, shown by Don and 

Brenda Johnson in Oklahoma earned 

its first Queen while ôHereõs Gertõ 

earned Queen for Fred and Barbara 

Wright at the 

Cleveland Lin-

coln Co (NC) 

show. 

The Wrights 

earned ôJohnny 

Becnelõ its first 

Best Flori-

bunda Spray 

trophy at the 

same show.  

ôJohnny Becnelõ 

also earned 

Best Flori-

bunda Bloom for Bill and Jill Chappell 

at the Huntsville Twickenham (AL) 

show.  Another floribunda first was 

earned by Ruth Tiffany, earning 

ôPurple Heartõ its first Floribunda 

Spray trophy at the East Co (CA) 

show. 

The lone polyantha to earn honors in 

this report was ôCoral Clusterõ shown 

by Cliff Orent at the Desert (CA) 

show.  Cliff also earned the first Best 

Climber for ôChariots of Fireõ at the 

Los Angeles Rose Society show. 

Three shrubs earned distinctions, in-

cluding ôCherries ônõ Creamõ which 

earned Best Shrub for Karen and Mer-

ril Allen at the Portland (OR) show.  

Walt and Linda Reed placed ôPaul 

Bocuseõ on the head table as Best 

Modern Shrub in the Middle Georgia 

Rose Society show.  And ôThe May-

flowerõ earned Best Modern Shrub 

honors at the Vancouver show, exhib-

ited by Leslie Finlay. 

Three Old Garden Roses graced the 

head tables 

for the first 

t i m e .  

ôMarquise 

de Balbianoõ 

won the 

D o w a g e r 

Award for 

E l l e n 

Davidson at 

the Colonial 

D i s t r i c t 

Show.  ôPaul 

Ricaultõ 

earned Dowager honors for Audrey 

and Oz Osborn at the Lower Cape 

Rose Show in Massachussetts.  And 

Cliff Orent earned another first as he 

won the Victorian Award with ôMlle 

Franziska Kr¿gerõ at the Desert (CA) 

Show. 

Two new varieties won their first 

Miniature Queen Awards since the last 

report.  ôChattoogaõ won gold for Bill 

Reynolds at the Butte (CA) Rose Show 

while ôWillingõ took the honors at the 

Gateway (WI) show for Paul and Geri 

Guerino. 

And finally, eight new miniature varie-

ties earn Best Mini or Miniflora Spray, 

half winning each award.  ôAmber Starõ 

won Best Miniature Spray at the Van-

couver Rose Show for Leslie Finlay.  

ôBambinoõ took the same honor for 

Julie Postel at the Portland (OR) 

Show.  On the other side of the coun-

try, ôMoney for Nothingõ won best 

Miniature Spray for Don and Mary 

Meyers at the Cleveland Lincoln Co 

(NC) Show, and ôPersian Princessõ 

took the award at the Huntsville 

Twickenham Show thanks to Suzanne 

Gibson. 

A pair of Whit Wells minifloras earn 

best spray honors as ôAshtonõ won 

Best Miniflora Spray at the Augusta 

(GA) Rose Show shown by Bob and 

Judy Arthofer while ôFitzhughõs Dia-

mondõ won at the hands of Peter 

Alonso in the NCNH District Show.  

Peterõs rose ôRobin Alonsoõ won Best 

Miniflora Spray at the Patrick Henry 

(VA) Rose Show for Katherine Craig.  

And ôEdistoõ won at the Deep South 

District Show for Paul and Charlotte 

Blankenship. 

By Robert B. Martin, Jr., Robert G. Sutherland, Jr. 

Notes on a Show Schedule 

 

Subscribers may ac-

cess the electronic ver-

sion of  this edition of  

the Rose Exhibitorsõ 

Fo r u m  i n  t h e 

òMembers Onlyó sec-

tion of  the ARS Web-

site with the password 

mothersday 

ôDesperadoõ.  Photo by Ron Shaw. 



My wife and I are avid rose growers, 
and we exhibit throughout the Pacific 
Northwest District. In 2005, as a 
member of the Olympia Rose Society 
(Olympia, Washington), I was chair of 
our local rose show that also included 
the District Rose Show that year. Our 
local show is usually held in late June 
or early July, and that year was sched-
uled for June 18th. Being responsi-
ble for the local and district rose 
show that year was clearly more 
important than whatever exhibit-
ing my wife and I intended to do. 

As a result I did very little plan-
ning relative to determining what 
categories we would enter, and, 
unlike the procedures we use in 
entering other shows, did not 
worry early on which of our roses 
might be available the date of the 
show. I donõt recall cutting any 
roses early, and barely made the 
time to cut any at all prior to the 
morning of the show. (I was much 
more concerned as to whether we 
would pull off some of the other 
events scheduled that day, includ-
ing a tour of the State Capitol and 
possibly meeting with the Gover-
nor). It should be clear, therefore, 
that aiming to winñor indeed 
giving any thought to winningñ 
the McFarland Trophy was not 
where I was coming from given my 
responsibilities that day. I did intend 
to exhibit, however, whatever the limi-
tations. 

As noted earlier my wife and I are a 
team when we compete against the 
best in the Pacific Northwest during 
our òseason,ó which ranges from late 
May through mid-July, and then con-
cludes with three shows in September. 
We grow approximately 350 plants, 
representing about 125 varieties of all 
classes, hybrid teas accounting for 
about half. While we are serious ex-
hibitors, we are not among those on 

the cutting edge. For example, I donõt 
stagger prune with the district show in 
mind ð or any of our shows for that 
matter. Additionally, and contrary to 
the òreallyó serious exhibitor, I donõt 
alter my schedule in the garden relative 
to spraying, fertilizing, pruning, what-
ever, prior to any given show. To be 
candid, we never point towards a spe-

cific trophy or category. Rather, we 
simply let whatever roses we have 
available that we deem are competi-
tive, define for us the categories we 
enter. For the most part, and at this 
level of competition, itõs the luck of 
the draw as to how successful we are 
at any of the shows we enter. 

While it is my responsibility, primarily, 
to òprocureó the roses we will enter 
into all the categories of any show, 
upon arrival my wife essentially takes 
over, making all the significant deter-
minations of what, where and how we 
exhibit. Around our District, my wife, 
Beage, is known to be an accom-

plished exhibitor ð sheõs one of those 
people that simply has òthe eye.ó Con-
sequently, if Iõm able to provide a rea-
sonably decent inventory of various 
kinds of roses the morning of the 
show, she is the one that definitely 
makes it happen with respect to any 
ultimate success we may have.  

On the morning of the 2005 
District Show, having pro-
vided whatever blooms I 
could at the last moment, I 
soon was involved in the 
countless ministrations re-
quired of any show chair. I 
believe I had cut in the 
neighborhood of fif ty 
blooms, of all varieties, that 
would be available to her; in 
keeping with what I stated 
earlier, what I had cut was the 
best of what was available in 
our garden in each of the ma-
jor rose varieties the day be-
fore the show. I did not cut 
specifically toward entering 
the McFarland or any other 
category.   

At every show we enter our 
priority always focuses on 
trying to win Queen, or at 
least being part of the court 
of the major roses (at the cur-

rent time our exhibiting of minis and 
minifloras is minimal). At this show, 
and particularly because our local soci-
ety was the host, there is no question 
that entering the District categories 
also became a priority, even given that 
my prior planning was almost non-
existent. And among the various Dis-
trict categories, we decided that the 
priority of our best hybrid tea roses 
would be earmarked for the 
McFarland trophy.  

Having made the McFarland trophy a 
priority, and with the inventory of 
blooms I had provided, all the subse-
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By Jack Kiley, PNW District Director    Olympia, WA           Winner 2005 PNW District J. Horace McFarland Trophy 

The Eye Has It 

Jack and Beage Kileyõs winning 2005 McFarland entry. 


